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Description of Work 
Sartomer (Guangzhou) Chemical Limited is commissioning the design and construction of new 
chemical plant at Xiaohu Island near Nansha on the banks of the Pearl River estuary in Guangzhou 
province. The site is underlain by deposits soft clays and silts that vary in thickness across the footprint 
of the site. In order to prepare the site for construction an advance ground treatment contract was 
awarded to improve the characteristics of this material by installing vertical drains and applying ground 
surcharge. 
 
GCG (Asia) Ltd were asked by the Sartomer project management team to provide an independent 
opinion of the design and performance of the ground treatment works and to advise them of the benefits 
and risks associated with removal of the surcharge at various increments of time. This required GCG 
(Asia) to carry out a detailed interpretation of the ground conditions at the site, assess a reasonable range 
of parameters for the compressibility and drainage characteristics of the sub-surface material and make 
estimates of residual settlement associated with removal of the surcharge in various areas of the site 
taking future land use and development intro account. The product of the  GCG (Asia) work was seen as 
a valuable contribution by the client’s project management team  
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Site Formation on Reclaimed Land, Nansha PRC 

Independent Expert Advice  

Client: Sartomer (Guangzhou) Chemical 
Limited 
 
Dates:  2005-present 
 
Estimated Project Cost: N/A 

Mapping the thickness of the compressible soft clay 
deposits across the site of the plant  


